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How does this survey work? 
The introductory pages at the beginning explain the Neighbourhood Plan, and suggestions for a Vision and Objectives that will help create it. 

 

There are then 6 Objectives pages which look in detail at the different areas of the Plan. 

 

On the left of each Objectives page is background explanation to justify why the Proposals were chosen. 

On the right of each page are the Proposals that we want you to give your opinion on. 

 

On the Response Sheet there are colour-coded boxes for each Objective where you can show your opinion on each Proposal. 

The Response Sheet is not attached to the rest of the booklet so that you can use it easily with each Objectives page. 

Objectives page Response Sheet 



The Vision for King’s Cliffe 
“King’s Cliffe in 2037 will retain its distinctive character as a beautiful, rural, tranquil village. Any changes 

will have been designed to enhance this character and add to the quality of life of its inhabitants. It will 

have gone some way towards becoming more self-sustaining in terms of energy and services, and will be 

in a position to enable its residents  to remain in the village for the whole of their lives.” 

The Objectives (to achieve the Vision) 

• Suitable homes for those who need them 

• Homes to be built to a sustainable standard 

• The built environment of the village to be protected 

• Improved traffic  flow and parking in the village 

• Village  services to be maintained and enhanced 

• Landscape and nature to be protected 

The Proposals (to enable the Objectives) 

Each page in this booklet deals with one of the objectives. We have made proposals to help realise these objectives.  

We need your opinions on these 

The Policies/The Neighbourhood Plan 
If you agree with the Proposals, they will form the basis of the  Policies incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan 

If you disagree with any part of the Vision or Objectives, please let us know, either on the survey Response 

Sheet, or through the Contact page in www.kingscliffeplan.org.uk  

http://www.kingscliffeplan.org.uk/


What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 
A Neighbourhood plan is the opportunity to set out a positive vision for how you want to shape our community. Together, we can decide on 

planning policies that will help deliver that vision over the next 20 years. 

How does a Neighbourhood Plan work? 
At the moment, development is decided by the Local Planning Authority (in our case East Northamptonshire Council). They have a Local 

Plan, including a dedicated section for King’s Cliffe, which outlines where houses can be built, and how many. It also has a number of policies 

which District Councillors have to follow when deciding applications. King’s Cliffe Parish Council is consulted on such applications, but it has 

no control over final decisions.  
 

 The Neighbourhood Plan will be a local plan for King’s Cliffe, made by all of us,  that  

 District Councillors will have to follow when making planning decisions in the future. 

How can I help? 
• Read through each Proposal on each Objectives page, and circle your preferred choice on the Response Sheet.  

• Please return your Response Sheet by 30 April 2016 to the box in the Post Office, or Woodings, or we can collect it from you.  
 

- Further copies of the Response Sheet can be requested through the Contact page of the website - www.kingscliffeplan.org.uk, or through 

the box in either shop.  
 

- All members of your household, regardless of age, may complete a Response Sheet. We would be interested to know the age of anyone 

under 18 completing a sheet.  
 

- If you wish to comment on any of the proposals, or ask questions, you can either do this through the Contact page of the website, or write 

your comments on the Response Sheet. We welcome your comments or questions at any stage of the process. 

 

Prize 
We know you won’t need any extra incentive to fill in the Response Sheet, but we are offering a prize for every 20th returned sheet. If you wish 

to qualify for a prize you will need to put either your name, telephone number or email on the Response Sheet. 

This is your chance to give your views on the future development of your community. Don’t leave it to others. 

Important Questions 

http://www.kingscliffeplan.org.uk/


Objective 1: Providing Homes to Meet the Needs of King’s Cliffe People 

For some time there have been discussions 

within the local community about the need for 

housing of a particular kind. Market prices are 

high, and there is a shortage of affordable 

and rented accommodation. This particularly 

affects the elderly who wish to stay in the 

community, and young people who do not 

necessarily want to move away.  

 

Statistical evidence indicates that limited 

amounts of affordable smaller homes are 

needed, especially for the elderly and the 

young. 

Both these groups add vibrancy to village life, 

and it is an important part of the vision that 

their needs are catered for. 

 

It is hoped that these new developments 

could give first choice to local people. The 

existing market housing stock seems 

sufficiently large to enable people to move 

into the village, so the combination of 

outsiders and local established villagers will 

help create a thriving and happy environment. 

 

At present there are a little over 500 houses 

in the village, and so expansion should take 

this as a base line. 

Issues you identified: 
 

• House building to reflect the 

needs of the local community 

• Starter homes needed for 

young families 

• Affordable housing 

• Sheltered housing 

Our proposals: 
 

1. Proposals for sheltered 

accommodation and/or dwellings 

purpose-built for the elderly will be 

encouraged. 

 

2. Proposals for affordable 1 or 2- 

bedroom dwellings will be 

encouraged. 

 

3. 40%, or more, affordable housing 

in any new development of 10 

houses or more should be 

required. 

 

4. Proposals for development must 

ensure the numbers and type of 

housing, and the rate of 

construction, will not undermine 

the character of the village. 

 

5. The number of new houses within 

the 20-year time frame of the 

Neighbourhood Plan should be 

supported by the local community, 

e.g: 

 

            (0-25, 25-50, 50-100, 100+) 

Varied styles of village housing 



Objective 2: Providing Sustainable Housing for King’s Cliffe 

Our Proposals: 
 

1. Developers should show in their 

plans how they are exceeding the 

minimum legal energy standards 

and reducing carbon dependency. 

 

2. Applications for individual and multi-

unit developments should 

incorporate schemes for rainwater 

harvesting and grey water 

collection. 

 

3. Driveways, and pathways within the 

property, of new developments 

should be permeable to avoid water 

run-off. 

 

4. Applications for new developments 

must show how water run-off will not 

exceed the amount existing 

beforehand. 

 

5. Every housing unit should 

incorporate a bike shed with space 

for one bike per occupant. 

 

6. Every multi-unit housing or business 

development should incorporate 

one electric car charge point, plus 

an extra one for every 10 units. 

The need to reduce carbon dependency is an 

issue of national and international concern, 

with laws and treaties defining targets for 

limiting emissions. 

 

King’s Cliffe, particularly through its Transition 

Group, has long realised that it is the 

responsibility not just of governments, but also 

communities and individuals, to play their part 

in this process. 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan gives an opportunity 

for King’s Cliffe to demand improvements in 

construction which will oblige developers to 

consider how to help the village become a 

beacon for sustainable living. 

 

It is recognised that there is a balance 

between cost and benefit, and so the 

proposals entail very limited cost to 

developers, while still ensuring a move in the 

right direction.  

 

The proposals involve reducing the need for 

fuel-driven vehicle movements, avoiding the 

flooding problems that have resulted from 

previous developments, and enabling a more 

economical and carbon-reduced, lifestyle.  

 

Developers will, it is hoped, be encouraged to 

go beyond these basic standards wherever 

possible. 

Issues you identified: 
 

• Improve drainage 

• No building that could cause 

flooding 

• New homes to be energy-

efficient 

Transition volunteers fixing bikes 

Work to alleviate flooding resulting 

from Oak Lane development 



Objective 3: Protecting the Built Environment of King’s Cliffe 

We believe that it is important that any 

new development maintains and 

enhances the character and quality of our 

built environment, and that it improves the 

quality of life of all current and future 

residents. 

 

It is generally  recognised that some new 

development is desirable, but that this 

should be limited in scale and appropriate 

to the needs of local residents. Above all, 

it should not change the character of 

King’s Cliffe as an historic village. 

 

The proposals are designed to ensure that 

new development respects the existing 

form and function of the buildings and 

layout of the village. 

Issues you identified: 
 

• Houses to be integrated into, 

rather than tacked onto, the 

village 

• Maintain character of village by 

limiting expansion 

• Green spaces to be preserved 

Our proposals: 
 

1. New development should not be 

prominent in scale, visually 

overbearing, or significantly change 

the character of the village. 

 

2. New development should seek to 

match the density, structure and 

position of existing buildings. 

 

3. New development should be of a 

height, density and appearance 

that does not adversely affect key 

distinctive views into, out of, and 

within the Parish. Particular 

attention should be given to views 

to listed buildings, the conservation 

area, open space within the village, 

and key landscape features. 

 

4. Stone walls within the village 

should be preserved, or replaced, 

and trees should not be felled 

without adequate justification. 

 

5. Any application for development 

should provide an artist’s 

impression, or photomontage, 

showing the development in the 

context of its proposed location. 0 20 40 60 80 100 120

Very

Quite

Not very

Not at all

Village atmosphere

Historic character

Green spaces

Are you concerned 

about the following? 

Evidence from the 2014 Village Plan 
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View of the historic centre 



Objective 4: Improving Transport and Parking in King’s Cliffe 

In the surveys  conducted for the Village Plan, 

and during the Launch Event, it has emerged 

that the major issues concerning residents are 

parking, speeding, and congestion. 
 

It is recognised that the latter two are largely 

outside the remit of the Neighbourhood Plan, 

but such is the inconvenience caused by these 

that it seems worth making proposals for  

improvement to take to the relevant authorities. 
 

The siting of recent developments has led to 

increased car journeys within the village 

because there are no short cuts to shops. One 

way of avoiding this in future would be to 

enable easy foot, or cycle, access to facilities 

by considering location of new development. 
 

The siting of the new Endowed School will 

relieve congestion in Park Street, but may 

transfer it to King’s Forest, unless the school 

and County Council can come up with 

imaginative solutions. 

Issues you identified: 
 

• Better parking at identified 

locations, e.g. Willow Lane 

• Traffic flow and speeding to be 

regulated within the village 

• Promote walking to school and 

the shops to relieve parking 

problems 

• Large lorries cutting through the 

village 

Our proposals: 
 

1. Applications for new development 

should identify and demonstrate the 

additional level of traffic they are likely to 

generate. They should assess the 

potential impact of this traffic on 

pedestrians, cyclists, road safety, 

parking and congestion, and include 

measures to minimise this. 

 

2. Applications for new housing should 

provide space for off-road parking for a 

minimum of 2 cars per household, plus 

one extra car per bedroom for 4 -

bedroom houses and above. 

 

3. Developers must show how their 

development would permit easy access 

for cyclists and pedestrians to village 

services. 

 

4. Engage with relevant authorities to 

consider traffic calming within the 

village, improving traffic flow along West 

Street, and preventing congestion 

during school arrivals and departures. 

 

5. Secure bicycle parking should be a part 

of any new business development, and 

should be an aspiration at all service 

points in the village. 

Evidence from the 2014 Village Plan 
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Objective 5: Protecting and Encouraging Retail, Business and Services in King’s Cliffe 

Kings Cliffe has a thriving retail environment 

supporting a bakery, general stores and 

greengrocers with a visiting butcher.   

  

There are two main business areas – Kingsmead 

Industrial Estate and Elliot’s Yard.  These provide 

over 20 business units ranging from a brewery to a 

bespoke joinery service.  In addition there are a 

significant number of self employed people working 

from home. 
 

A pub, social club, takeaway and mobile fish & chip 

van provide a diverse range of food and drink.   

  

Amenities include a significant outdoor sports area, 

two children’s play areas, a skate park, allotments, 

surgery and Post Office. 

  

The proposals identified are aimed at retaining and 

expanding the retail and business services in line 

with the growth and changing requirements of the 

village. 

Issues Identified  
 

• Retain the shops and Post Office 

• Retain the doctors surgery, either 

improving access or relocating 

with better access. 

• Improve facilities for 

children/teens. 

• Attract and support more small 

businesses. 

• Provide better facilities for home 

workers. 

• Provide better mobile reception 

and faster broadband. 

• Improve communication within 

the village. 

Our Proposals: 
  

1. Initiatives to ensure that essential 

services such as the Surgery and 

Post Office remain in the village 

will be supported. 

 

2. Applications for small businesses 

that enhance the character of  the 

village, and the well-being of its 

residents, will be supported. 

 

3. Initiatives to enable people to work 

from home and from  “tele offices” 

will be supported. 

 

4. Applications for new developments 

must provide access to high-speed 

broadband. 

 

5. Developments on amenities for 

young people such as playgrounds 

and recreational areas will not be 

allowed. How regularly do you shop in King’s Cliffe? 

Evidence from the 2014 Village Plan 

The King’s Cliffe surgery on West Street 

Respondents 



Objective 6: Protecting the Rural Character of King’s Cliffe 

King’s Cliffe enjoys an attractive rural 

location which provides significant 

health, amenity and educational value to 

the local community.  Within this natural 

environment the Parish also contains a 

number of notable sites for wildlife, 

including King’s Cliffe Meadow and the 

disused railway, both of which are 

designated Local Wildlife Sites (LWS). 

Within the village the Willowbrook, 

Millennium Wood and KC Banks SSSI 

also provide important habitats, and 

other significant national sites border the 

parish at Bedford Purlieus, Collyweston 

Great Wood and Easton Hornstocks. 

 

There is a significant network of 

footpaths and bridleways linking these 

and other areas of the Parish, as well as 

outwards to Fineshade Woods and 

nearby villages. These rights of way are 

widely used by the community, and there 

is significant opportunity to extend this 

network. 

 

These proposals are aimed at 

maintaining and developing the 

environmental aspect of village life, and 

protecting against any negative impact 

from future developments. 

Issues you identified : 

 
• Protect and extend our green spaces, 

and identify opportunities for 

additional statutory designation of key 

areas. 

• Maintain and enhance foot and cycle 

paths around the village. 

• Encourage projects which support and 

increase the biodiversity of the area. 

• Support initiatives to reduce litter, dog 

mess and inappropriate use of 

footpaths and open spaces 

• Maintain the attractive nature of the 

village environment, and ensure future 

developments are not detrimental to 

this. 

Our proposals: 

 
1. Protect and develop green spaces 

and wildlife sites, pursuing recognised 

designations where possible (Local 

Nature Reserve, SSSI etc). Consult 

with local councils, Wildlife Trust and 

other agencies to support this activity, 

and produce management plans. 

 

2. Identify and develop additional 

access to green spaces and wildlife 

sites, e.g. establishing a circular village 

path and opening up the disused 

railway line. 

 

3. Developments which have negative 

impact on wildlife sites, other green 

spaces, biodiversity or access to our 

natural environment should not be 

allowed.  

 

4. All applications for development on 

sites or land in the rural area of the 

parish should demonstrate within their 

Design & Access Statements how 

views will be protected. 

From Apethorpe Road towards the Willowbrook 



Objective 1:  Homes 
 

Proposal 1: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 2: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 3: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 4: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 5: (Please circle one) 
 

   0-25    25-50    50-100    100+ 

Please say how strongly you agree with 

each proposal by circling one of the 

numbers. 5 is for agree strongly; 1 is for 

disagree strongly. 
 

The proposals can be found on the 

Objectives pages. 
 

If you wish (and to enter the  prize draw) 

you may give us your name/email/Tel.  

 

Name:…………………………................... 
 

Email/Tel:……………………..................... 
 

……………………………………………… 
 

Address:…………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………… 

Objective 5:  Services 
 

Proposal 1: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 2: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 3: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 4: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 5: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 

Objective 6 : 
 

 

Proposal 1: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 2: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 3: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 4: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 

Objective 3:  Built Area 
 

Proposal 1: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 2: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 3: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 4: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 5: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 

Objective 4:   
 

Proposal 1: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 2: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 3: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 4: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 5: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 

Response Sheet 

Please either return this sheet to 

the box in the Post Office or 

Woodings by 30 April 2016, or 

wait for us to collect it. 

Comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Rural 

Character 

Objective 2: 
 

Proposal 1: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 2: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 3: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 4: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 5: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 
 

Proposal 6: 
 

    5       4       3       2       1 

Sustainable 

Houses 

Transport  

and Parking 


