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KING’S CLIFFE NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN STEERING GROUP 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wednesday 16th December 2015 
Underground 

 
Present:  Jeanne Atkinson (JA) 

Chris Leuchars (CL) 
Felicity Thistlethwaite (FT) 
Katy Weeks (KW) 
Clive Ibotson (CI) 
Roy James (RJ) 
David Graham (DG) 
Charles Tomalin (CT) 
 

Apologies: Rob Meadows (RM), Mark Ayres (MA), Jenny Dixon (JD),  
 
 
1. Minutes of Meeting of 18th November 
These were approved 
 
2. Matters Arising (Action Points from minutes) 
None 
 
3. Website Update 
 

*Action: - Photos from Launch to be emailed to MA/DG for inclusion (JA/CL) 
   - 2 comments from post-its from each table at Launch to be emailed to  
     MA/DG before 1st January for inclusion (All concerned) 
   - Clearer space for comments from villagers needed on website, e.g. virtual 
     post-it (MA/DG) 

                
 
4. Launch Event 
This was judged to be a success. We had a wide range of villagers, of all ages, from all over 
the village. There was good interaction with the tables, and a significant number of 
comments were gathered which will help us define the topics and questions for the 
questionnaire. Anyone who has not yet made comments is encouraged to do so, via the 
website, at any stage of the process. 
 
We agreed that the feedback on the future of the old Middle School site should be fed into 
the Plan, and that we could also do with a section on Sustainability – especially energy – 
judging by comments made under other headings on the day. 
 
We also discussed means of gaining interest and opinions from the teenage, and younger, 
villagers (who will be the inheritors of the Plan’s effects). KW suggested she knew such 
people who could help with this. 
 

*Action: - post-its to be analysed by next meeting by those manning tables (All 
                 concerned) 

 
 
5. Questionnaire 
CL suggested as a starting point that we looked at the example from Tattenhall NP. The 
reasons were that this NP had been praised by ENC, and its inspector, and that it had been 
successfully implemented and had seen off a legal challenge.  



2 
 

 
Although the context of Tattenhall is different, we still liked the basic format and presentation 
of the questionnaire, and agreed that we would use the sections of Objectives, Issues, and 
Proposals to construct our own draft questionnaire. 
 
It was agreed that each person analysing the post-its would also write a draft page for the 
questionnaire, using the evidence from the post-its, and from the Village Plan. This would be 
done for the next meeting. 
 
It was also suggested that we would need more information about the village, particularly of 
housing need, employment, use of Endowed School. The idea of doing a Housing Survey 
was suggested. 
 
 

*Action: - KW will get information from Endowed School on number of village 
                 children at the school (KW) 

   - JA will get more demographic information from ENC (JA) 
   - CL to do pages on Built Environment and Local Distinctiveness (CL) 
   - RJ to do page on Sustainability (RJ) 
   - CT and RM to do pages on Protecting Landscape (CT/RM) 
 

CL also suggested a draft Vision based on comments made at the Launch and in the Village 
Plan: 
 

“King’s Cliffe in 2035 will retain its distinctive character as a beautiful, rural, medium-
sized village. Any changes will have been designed to enhance this character and 
add to the quality of life of its inhabitants. It will have gone some way towards 
becoming more self-sustaining in terms of energy and services. It will be in a position 
to enable those who wish it to remain in the village for the whole of their lives.” 
 
*Action: -Please amend/improve/redesign for discussion at next meeting (All) 

 
6. AOB 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 20th January 2016, 7.30pm. 
The agenda will consist of discussing feedback from the launch, the vision, and the draft 
pages of the questionnaire. 
 


